AIDS and euthanasia.
This paper estimates the proportion of people with HIV who have considered asking assistance to end their lives and explores their motivations and plans of action to hasten death. 16/57 (28%) people with HIV have considered asking for assistance to hasten death, significantly more than seronegative controls (4/67) (3%) (p < 0.001). In follow-up interviews with seropositive respondents the figure increased to 19/57 (33%). The main motivations are fear of being dependent and losing dignity and control in the final stages of the disease. These results are discussed in the light of current legislation about euthanasia and recent evidence that about one-half of NHS doctors would be prepared to comply with requests for euthanasia were it legal to do so.